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The Government and the Press

The soveraowatrs proeeeaiags aj
th editors of the New York World Sad
the IndiaaaaeHB News are as was antici-
pated pioaecuUoiii for tile alleged crim-

inal offense of Bbel apoa individuals and
not fer Mbete ea the govern-

ment Although the comaioix hvw derived-

in the District from that of Maryland
governs tie cases there has teen BO

attempt te revive tile old BngJtsfe doc-

trine that msHdaus attacks on govern-

ment oScers were afeeis OR geveraateat
To all appearances the actions have fH
warrant ia statutory law and though
unusual BUT tfceir counterpart hi other
prosecutions far offenses against Federal
law

A vital point fat the cases Is whether
the defendants cam be auule to Ewer
for the poblicatJea ef the aDeged Meet te
the District of CohauMa Oa twe previous

occasions when it was sought te halo a
nonresident editor before the District
courts for libel the attempt failed be-

cause of the refusal ef the judiciary te
sanction what was then ceacMored a
ra dicar departure from legal procedure by
doiiveriag up the defendant for triaL It
was felt that the Mherry of the press was
threatened hy the assertion of a power

in the Federal gieeraa eat to bring to
WHshiagtoa lay eatoer whose utterances
were published to technical seaee
within th jurfedietioa of the District ef
Columbia that the trial of a person

for an offense fat any ether place tht
that wherein It is cenmiiUed weuM
in violation of tile eoaeCkutJeaai rights
the scensed The iBCiohnia ef the courts
in both these cases supported the view

that it was imiieeoibte to do what is now
being attempted fan the cases of the editors
f the New York and laalaaaootts news-

papers
Since those aecfciaac were nmde there

has been new legislation and a
interpretation af the rights of a
persons under the statutes and the Con
stltuttoa The power of the Federal am
has been Increased and it ntay be
the novel pciadpte will e estabttsii
that the editors of American aewseaoeru
can be brought to Washington te
for what a District grand Jury way
celre to he Hbeions juhllmtteas

the coaauct of public eefcads and
private ctdaeas We ae not believe it
was in the thought ef Ceagress bewerer
when the statutes now invoked were ea
acted to tedge any socm power ia the
Federal government It the herty of-

c is hi say wise eadagered as
was Teiieved to be a dozen years ago
proceeJtags aaaJogeus to these that
erty Is now as then fat the keepiag
the courts

The lock eajtsl shall be vindicated evea
if it swells the Aaaafas Ctue te four
times its present yasuamhty

Come Come Uncle Andy
Of an the nttttoaaires beneath

we admire from many points of view
Uncle Carnegie just a little mere

than say eC kIn esteemed coateeaaeraries
As we view ia beautiful retrospect his

many acts of public aaaadai gracious
nest s we observe the land bespattered
with libraries freat Maine to CalifOrnia
and from Washington to Key West

moved anon to enthusiasm and
found and vociferous aporeciatioa Evi-

dence of his philanthropy abouads ea all
sides It stares you ia the face in Atlanta
and It gives you compelling pause In

Walia It does not shriek ef
course albeit it does net whisper exactly
But it is there ever oa the Job evea as
ajsood soldier should be

In view ef those preliminary thoughts
It gives us ae smelt measure of pam te
chronicle hereto the alleged fact that

Uncle Aady tocMnee te grew a little
iigbtwadd4s Indeed as vul

garians put that sort of thing In their
rough bat eft wonderfully expressive
way It has long been recognized as
typically Caraegieso to be sure that
no donation wright be expected from

exchequer until augmented by one
of like proportions from outside and less
important aad illustrious givers True
some carping ones have balked at that
here and there but te the main aU has
gone as merry as wedding bells

Now that Uncle Andy has aaaeuaced
his inteattea to give certaia cetiege
25600 however oa condition that the said

college raise from other sources the sum
of 17i 9 te go with It we are WORe to
hesitate the willie we ask Whither are
we and Uncle drifting Is it
his purpose to restrict his benevolence In
the future to a 1 to 7 baste Perish the
unhallowed aad ungodly thought That
might do for sonic millionaires but nut
this If we mistake not we
been admonished to days agoae that the
1 to 1 ratio generally brought more

to Uade Andys soul than it was
comfortable to bear and that he only
Imposed It because he thought it te be
his solemn duty To suspect that he

bitterer pills In this regard up-

sets our longcultivated and piously
nursed contrary opinion

And so we are moved to dispute the
canard In respect of his alleged
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ness or heretofore
set down and noted We shall not at-

tempt to explain thlsl to 7 thing that
looms with admitted omlnousaees in our
pathway at this particular moment but
we shall approach It even as Pilgrim
approached of the monsters that
arose in way firm in the faith that
it Is merely a scarecrow impotent of
harm and to be explained away dipto-

inaticBjiy and satisfactorily in Uncle
Andys own good time

Whenever Congress feels tempted to
view the growing Treasury deficit with
alarm it can point with pride to the
reduction ef the next Secretary of States
salary

Not to Press a Tariff Commission
While the Indianapolis tariff convention

was demanding with alt the fervor of
a paper resolution that Congress should
immediately create a permanent tariff
cemnjisslOH the fate of the commission
scheme was settled at a quiet conference

Washington of the triumvirate
which wilt rule the destinies of the re-

public after MardI 4 next The conferees
were Presidentelect Taft Speaker Can
non and Senator Aldrich It was deter-
mined that there should be no tariff com-

mission and there will be none We are
indebted to the Washington correspond
once of the New York Tribune for the
slgnlacaat details

Mobis Ahkkk awl can Md the
deet tfeat tIteR WAS set to aHcMwt wo is ta5

taiK wxsssxsaK Mta Oragras Ut 0-

Ensa TeeM late aesc ef s Thai saM titer ware

pwpaw that tile Raaaws aM Ways aad Mezai-
rumaritlnij ef QeasKss tone ceaposcd sf ex-

perts wile were aafiir eotapotest t readjust the
lefcrfafcg ami that tile members ef both How
n U ke BKX wmflBac to ddecata their pcervca

taMS to 2 ecamisBi a ar its iTfanvmn-

esti M WIle nch a eeeamMstoa creittd
The PnMMtat eicet set caomlt Wmsdf as

the svaject hot Mill the n shack v IXM-

SBe ate letter WH wnxraatod cad ladkatnl
that s n th d hf Weh Confress arrived at

with icsard to the BOGCBSUT ehaagea-

ia the tadff schtMes was kzfefettre xaattcr ha-

M Mt Mpotss to tetezfce He asfc d he-

hMiaifee aatertal aedaicaUM f the tad
nwrid rib rtJraki toni fnpcdss the manner
M vakh sack XMeHs were to be attaiaed He ez

to a M tariff rtTM a 4-

thmt he naiiMd ttfSttOr that the res e Mh-

MM faete a he paa 4 to OMSTCM br
tat U gortb tottcsatei that af cease

e naw aitooitot ef sttapttsa nub
m the kMke MeM hate to Mi enM he-

Uatafaa rattfefel that the PresWeat nwai 4ena
it his aatr to veto a HB iteJck fai 4 to-

eanr the pkubt a de hr SIte tty at its aa-

Oeori ptatfeca

We ascume the letter which the Pre
aoateieet asserts to have MeA unvwr
mutably need is tile one sent ijrem Au-

gusta G to Henry Rieseaberg of la-

eiaaapeHs under date of January 5 last
Mr Dear SIr I agree hi

cdmtege hwtog a mnnanit aimmi-
ihatsbnM ari-

netoa fer sine r ke r it MW t 09 to
exactly 3 umb JWM wJJ H TAFT

Mr Taft took pates ia a
totter to Chairmaa Screao E Payne to
make It elM that In advocating tart
commiaolea he dM nut assent t the

that the ftxiag of tariff rates should

be devolved upon a commission as that
wmH be aaeeastitntieaal for Cmtgress

all bills for raishtg reveane must orig
mate in the House However this quail

fleatioa of his views did not alter his
ptofea ea the mate issue and much has
been made at the laataaaaolis convention

ef the adhe ea ef both president Roose-

velt aad Mr Taft to the coatoilgoion Wee

It ROW appears that Mr beHaf-

te Ae deakamtlty ef a tart eemmiselM
is purely aeadearic He will not propose

the creation of any such body since

the assurance et the loaders ef Con
greet that a tariff bill can be better
framed in the good old way As a con
stteudoaal Executive he Is willing to let
Congress attend its own business after
its own fashion

Naturally Mr Tails complaInant atti-

tude OR this matter is a source of aa
restrained Congressional joy We are
that the lenders nice his method ef leav-

ing te them the settlement oC the dUe
oa which the special session should be
called and his willingness to refrain
frees urging en them a commission Mr
Taft they are sayiag treats their eate
ions with respect aad consideration and
appears witting to listen to advice It Is
all very lovely suggestive of aU manner
of goon times and good things We shall
later see how Mr Tafts touching faith
in the sincerity of the tariff revisers Is
rewarded If the old way of framing
schedules is aH right perhaps the old
brand of protection is H right too

Mr Bryan believes be reserablec
Noah says the Milwaukee Sentinel The
fiftyseven varieties e Democratic aal-
mafe aboard the party ark probably 3 s-

tify his Noabiike feelings too

Protracted Army Details

The iouse rejected on a point of
order the clause contained in the army
appropriation bill as reported from com-

mittee providing for a reduction in the
personnel of the General Staff of the War
Department by six of its twelve majors
and all of its captains But Mr Hull
the chairman ef the House Military
Committee stated oa the floor that
within a short time we will bring in
a bill that wW deal with the whole ques

dent In a way that no point of order can
be made agaInst R By the whole
question Mr HuH had reference

to the system ef detailing officers
for duty away from their Mae commands
It has beea supposed that details to
duty ef this sort required an abseae of
not more than four years but as this
absenteeism is controlled entirely by mili-

tary regulation and is to some extent
lafiueaced by personal favor and service
prejudice the situation has assumed
grievous proportions At that is
what Mr Hull has informed the House

and he ought to be in a position to know
whereof he speaks There is certainly
something impressive ia the statement
Mr Hull made to the House when he

I

said-

I
want te say to the Setae that the habit has

cwca p is the desartaeat el 6cen ceifag to
Washfagtee sad senfeff jsubaWj MT Tears in one
detail tad if aids to a aMial the eseral-
retfrfaff Ms men ia the Geaeral Staff Tbea
they KfTc few rear cad are radetatlei cither there

fcy year who had hem a detail for fourteen
and the Cesccrfttee o MIlitary Affafes be

Hered that if detail system is to be kept BP
that part wakh jwsridcs that thej are to ssrra-
hi the Af away easht to he eateced-
Serrfce k the is f r y pat tapertawre

This is a state of affairs which calls
for reformation not only In the Interest
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of military efficiency but to destroy such
favoritism as must be manifested in the
incident related by Mr Hull It Is high

time that such things

It yet remains for some enterprising
aeronaut to teach ballooning by corre-

spondence says the Youngstown

la view of the present status of
the gentle art of ballooning we are not
sure but that it would be a fairly satis-
factory method of learning for the

laymn to employ

If there were any doubt that the present
theatrical season has not been much

success financially up to this time the
present talk of reforming and uplifting
the stage would be so nearly Inaudible
you could not hear it with an ear trumpet-
at close range

A new crack has been discovered In
the old Liberty Bell says the Buffalo
Express Still the old Constitution

many cracks ahead of Its nearest
competitor

Abraham Lincoln was a railsplitter In
his youth which is probably the reason
he never learned to be much of a

to his maturer years

A New Jersey farmer has caused it to
be seat abroad that he does not care
particularly whether his runaway boy
comes back home er net that he Is

along fairly well with the seven he
still has on hand Runaway will

show up about the house a few
days after fee Mars that we fancy

Yes anxious Inquirer it is prefectly
good form nowadays to ask your guests
in serving an egg te designate a prefer-
ence between the white aad the yellow
meats

If it were aa airship navy whatever
that is aad a Rocky Mountain perch
were necessary te its business why of
course Senator Dixon might be willing to
see it differently

The Trieuna of Reme Italy is some-
what agitated not to say indignant
over the suggestion that Mr Roosevelt
will remain in that city only a few short
hours when he pays that forthcoming
visit We trust however this will not
precipitate another war scare

I have come to Henderson to run a-

new newspaper is the entire salutatory
of a Kentucky editor The tocreasea cost
Of white paper is getting in seme deadly
work te spots throughout this land

King Edward has a severe sore throat
Evidently the exertion ef talking through
his hat to Emperor Wltthun was a severe
strain ea his English majestys vocal
oqjulpmea-

tGraful Senator Kfttredge Right on
the corner of Skiddo avenue and Twenty
third street is the headquarters of the
A Club aad the A does not stand for

AtWedc either

Apparently we are going mad la this
country en the subject ef the cans and
daughters of things We now have aa
organization of aapeadtxMss people

Better ne vice admiral than fight the
Spanish American war all over again

The weather man is certainly doing his
level best te encourage Congress to come
across with that salary raise

The Feaasjrivaala legislature has passed-
a law prohibitIng the sale of bad eggs

it was afraid something un
ieagaat might happen to it if it failed

thus to take time by the forelock

It te not likely that Congress will pay
any particular attention to that C Q D
signal tag from the United States
Treasury however

Hew many guesses does the House of
Representatives think k is entitled to in
the matter of Senator ARCS eUgfeftity
aayway

A Georgia man well ateag ia the six
ties when arrested test week for having
five barrels of whisky ia his possession
said he had only been seeking intelligent-
ly te guard agates the possible per

aeacy ef prohibition thereabout We
suspect this mans neighbors are afflicted
extensively with the borrowing habit

The people of Arkansas probably look
upoa Senator Jeff Davis alleged re-

cent automobile ride te the White House
as a mythical story basely fabricated by
the plutocrats for his political undoing

Impossible storybegiaaiag respectfully
submitted the New York Mall Elated
at having won the pennant the Wash-
ington heatheR team

Congress will meet in extraordinary
session ea March K But cheeer up
St Patricks Day comes fortyeight hours
later

great distinguished will soon be
the great extinguished says the Balti-
more Sua Provided if however
and oa the conrary of course

Senator La Fellette says Senator ale
is Inconsistent Oh well what Is con
sisteacy between friends Senator

Naval Disarmament
From the fasten Herald

Is it a fixed preference for war ships of
small dimensions or fealty to the navy
yards which inspires Senator Hale to
resent all criticism of the inadequacy of
government docks for the accommodation-
of the battleship fleet The navy yards
winding channels mud fiats sand bars
and ali are all right says the Maine
member of the Naval Affairs Committee
But the hattie ships are too big The
theory affords a suggestion for the peace
congresses and disarmament propaganda
Get the nations to adopt a navyyard
standard for battleship construction
Then leave It to Nature to work out the
disarmament of navies

IIeTa on the Firing Line
Fham the IwBaoapoSs Ness

The Speakers remark that there is one
old Cannon that has not yet been con-
demned would appear to be entirely too
conservative a statement of the situation

Its a Trust Invention
Fnm tile PhMpUa X rifc AiccrkaR

The Fletcher method of chewing slowly
to Induce long life was discovered by the
trusts long ago And they chew not only
slowly but very tine

All I s
Fran the Cbteu IfccerdHerald

Mrs Charlotte Perkins Gilman says
man is a noun and woman a preposition
A good many ef the men whom we know
are pronouns

Optimistic
From the Ohio State J wnwl

Our confidential prediction is that at-
mospheric conditions in Washington on
March 4 wIll at least seem pleasant to a
great many people

Wheres Cnuli-
Fram the Bostaa Transcript

Advocates of a sealevel canal will kfnd
3y produce the additional 175000000
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A LITTLE NONSENSE

TIlE GADZOOKS HEROES
In days of old
When knights were bold

And quick to draw the blade
Their endless scraps
For writing chaps-

A deal of copy made

And it was
things befell

That they did slash and carve
For had they not
Today a lot

Of novelists would starve

Would Seem Sot
In these stories of tie Middle Ages we

always read about the heros good right

armWell
Was there never a southpaw

Correcting an Impression
Yes I am from the South
I would like to ask you a little

question
T can answer that question without

your asking L 2te we do sot subsist
entirely upon possum in the South

Blank Verse
In writing poetry one needs a point

Also a rhyme
We have seen poems however

Without either
4

Childish Questions
That boy or mine asks more questions

than I can answer
How now
H wants to know K Noah took fishes

into the ark

The Chapter
Why does a love story always ODd

vrith the marriage ef the par
ties

You would like further particulars
I would Take the ease of Ivaatoee

and Rowena for instance Did they keep
house or beard

Had to Subscribe
What cured Mm of flirtiag
He tried to flirt with a lady who was

selling books at 381 per set

SPEAKING OUT IN PUBLIC

Our Lack of Silence Commended by
an Englishman

GWxrt E Chesterton to BMptoat Masaaiae
Briefly the real sepertocity of America

over England is In this that te America
you can shut ears but you cannot shut
mouths You one ereat an elegant Amer-
ican society te which Mr Hearst is never
mentioned but you caaaot restrain Mr
Hearst from the not uncongenial occupa-
tion of mentienteg himself In England
you can In England by a certain univer-
sal pressure of fashion aad false goad
taste working downward through the aris-
tocracy the Paritement and the private
owners of the public press even the King
is not powerless It is possible for alt
practical purposes to prevent a point of
view being really uttered at There
are certain facts which I know to be cer-
tain facts of which I can say with

and solid sincerity that if I were
to write them down It te not only true
that no Englishman would believe them
but it is certain that no Englishman
would print them To America such scan-
dals are if you will declared scandal-
ously But they are declared In aa
American paper very likely Lord North
cllffe for instance might be described-
as a terrible pirate whereas he is really-
a freshfaced energetic men who has so
little Imagination that be collects money
as children collect tram tickets But the
point Is that he could be hit hard fer the
good of the public te America

But la England people would think more
of his feelings than of the public good
because England Is governed by a small
group of families and is therefore forced
to think almost entirely In terms et per-
sonality The curse of English polities is
that so much of it is conducted ia a good
natured whisper about poor young So
andSo or good old WbatsHlBName
Many good Americans have complained
that te America aU private life is made
public But te England all public life Is
mode private

I come back therefore as I always love
to do to truisms te the trtrieims of 3W
years ago Alter aU the thins whereby
America really towers ever the old coun-
try Is the thing which Jefferson reared
and Washington defended The solid good
of America is that when aH is said and
done she Is a republic a Public Thing
and a people representing itself There
are men rich enough and strong enough
almost to staTe America but there are
no men strong enough to silence America
No oligarchy acts as an entirely false In
terpreter between Americans and the
world America and the Americans may-
be right or wrong But l agtead may ac-

tually be wrong while Soghshmea are
right We have said then that the true
American virtue is this candId and com
piete democracy the fact that the truth
may be told even if it is not believed

BLESSINGS IN MILITARISM

A Specion Argument lint It a
Serious Flaw

From the DetMtt Re Pros
Apologists for militarism are becoming

both numerous aad persistent The navy
and the army are now painted as directly
benefiting mankind Maay are the devices
adopted to make the burden of their cost
seem less galling

At least two writers In this months
reviews have taken this line of argument
Admiral Evans here In used very
similar Ideas young men In the
navy receive a training v could hardly
secure on shore he said there is hardly-
a trade that is not taught on board the
ships of the fleet

The magazine writers add another rea-
son lor finding blessings in naval arma-
ments The building of the ships keeps
capital employed and uses a great amount
of labor that would otherwise Idle
The labor value of a Dreadnought Is
nearly 10OOftOQ9 menhours ire are told

The flaw In the argument lies in the un-
productiveness of the c and labor
thus employed ef coors tie ships
cost is money taken frc ordinary
channels of commerce ar rted to a
purpose which is not aeins toy one any

in fact for the solo object of
destroying other property

The same money spent in a manu-
facturing plant would give as much em
ployment to labor and would at the same
time be producing something to add to
the Commonwealth and to continue the
process of building up the nation in
which it was invested

Suppose the SQMGOO which one of our
new 26000tonners will cost were used
by private investors for such a purpose
and that in the spending of it plans
Were made for the physical welfare of
the men employed and for the training
of young workers In various trades
Would not the indirect benefits of such
an Investment be exactly as great as
those pictured so glowingly by the navys
advocates

TIlE SENATOR IX HIS HEXTARD

This messing is vf chfckes ja d-

My Spas IteM gaRy
Or bathiaz la the dart to cwud

Against the aitoftthefe habit attr

When ad4eaL7 a shad
A flaw pwr ferje ted peansos

And aX the fouls with s aawk and jeH
GaMed fee tile ahttter f the heahan

So in the poaftr yaid state
Herriaaar tines hare we lees started

By foes woo hate the good sad great
Oh let PS not be
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WASHINGTON CHAT

Br THE SPECTATOR
Those unatquainted with the exigencies

of social life In Washington are prone to
make sport of the social secretary Such
an assistant however Is not only tuvalu
able but necessary to a person who Is
really In society The obligations of a
society man or woman at the Capita are
no sinecure but require strength vigi
lance knowledge and experience and
possessed of these oven its duties are too
exacting to be properly accomplished
without the aid of a social expert ORe
of the most Important requirements la
this connection is t keep a Hat el en-
gagements for the most accomplished
and experienced person is apt through
carelessness or absorption In other things
to makd a mistake Only recently a cer-
tain general in full dress appeared at a
house In the West End with the evident
intention of staying to dinner As he bad
not been invited until the following week
the hostess was somewhat astonished that
he had como unbidden to a family feast
but the dinner was served and everything
passed off pleasantly until about the mid-
dle of the meal when the telephone bell
rang and a request was made for Gsa
SoandSo He went to the Instrument to
receive a message from Ms clerk to the
effect that he was due at another boone
for dinner that be had mistaken the
dates and that his hostess was still wait
tag for him Explanations of
course made and the affair was treated-
as a joke bat under other circumstances
It might have been very annoying

Mr Taft the father of the President
elect when he came here to accept the
porfeHo of Secretary of War was the
victim of a like mistake The late Son
tor Justin S Merrill who hag advocated
his appointment had arranged a dinner
in his honor immediately upOn hi arrival
in Washington The invitations were dis-
patched several weeks before the date set
and on the sight appointed the guest
who had been asked to meet him assem-
bled but neither the Secretary nor Mrs
Taft appeared nor was any explanation
accounting for their absence forthcoming
Dinner was finally served sad eaten and
the convives departed bat still BO explana-
tion from the Secretary Days passed
and Senator arid Mrs Merrill were still
in the dark as to the misunderstanding
for misunderstanding knew it to be
One day however the Senator from Ver-
mont received a letter from the Secretary
of War which explained His preparaSon
previously to coming to Washington
his dudes OR arrival had so absorbed
him he said that be bad been competed
to depend upon his secretary to keep a
record of his social engagements and
that person inexperienced to suck
matters overlooked the date of the Mor
rUt dinner hence the centretemps

A similar amusing incident haaeaed to
the late Elliott Canes who was famous
as an arnithofegfet end noted for liter-
ary attainments in other aside Ids Mat
work before ho died some tea years ago
being a new edition of the Lewis nad
Clark Expedition Dr Coves had been
invited by Tyndail Huxley and other
noted scientists to establish hiawetf
In London and went abroad for the pur-
pose of talking this tovKbwOa over Nat-
urally so distinguished a man was much
sought after by his scientific colleagues
when in the English capital and these
was hardly a day went by that be was
not invited to dine out One evening e
drove to a certain street and number in
the fashionable pert of London and on
ringing the bell was ushered Sato a
pleasant aad attractive drawing room
where aa interesting family was assem
bled Ke had not met his hostess be-

fore but the greeting be received was
so cordial that be was at once sot at
ease He was astonished however to
and no other guests but himself as be
bad taken it for granted from the char-
acter of the invitation that it was to be
a rather formal affair aad naturally
eluded that be would meet a somber of
distinguished people The dinner pasted
off pleasantly though the doctor was
somewhat surprised find that his host
was seemingly igaoraat on some scientific
affairs la America which a man of his
distinguished reputation should be ac-

quainted with However they found
things in common and on inkIng

his departure be addressed his host
and thanked him fox one ef the

most agreeable evenings he bad white ia
London

But I am not Prof So and So said
the best I am Mr So and So ProC
So and So lives just opposite and It you
will look out of the window you will
see by the number of carriages present
that he is giving a large dinner tonight M

Of course there were explanations all
around Prof Cones spent the remainder-
of the evening at tne house opposite and
he always told the story as an evidence
of the most delicate tact he bad ever en-

countered for it is unusual to say the
to be entertained as an old friend

by a man sue never saw before on whom
he had no claim

of Mr Taffs father
a warm friendship existed between

him and Verraoatffi most noted statesman
It came about in this way In tiecJdteg
upon some one for the War Department
portfolio President Grant lighted upon
Senator Lot M Merrill of Maine who
was a distant connection and a very de-

voted friend of his colleague from
and the offer was made to the

Maine Merrill who at once sought out
the Vermont Merrill and explained that
while he appreciated the compliment be
could not see his way clear to accepting
the office and that he would be very
grateful if Senator Merrill would go with
him to the President and thank him for
the honor On the way to the White
House they talked the matter over and
It was suggested that on Senator MorrW
refusal the President might ask their ad-

vice as to who would be acceptable and
available which he accordingly did I
have a great admiration and respect for
Mr Taft of Onto said Senator Merrill
of Vermont have recently read a
paper he wrote which meats heartily
with my approval I can think of no bet
ter man for the place Senator Merrill
of Maine backed up this suggestion so
Mr Taft was appointed with what good
results to the country the history of that
period shows

Senator Lot Merrill was afterward
made Secretary of the Treasury and
proved as earnest and painstaking in that
office as be had been during his service
of many years in the Senate He was a
lovable nasa this Yankee very respon-
sive very gentle and within bis own cir-
cle the most tender and affectionate of
men His family consisted of four daugh-
ters all of whom were popular ia Wash-
ington when their father was in official
life but his favorite perhaps was the
oldest of these May who married the
late Maj William Dunn of the army a
brother of La r Dunn who married
Harriet Heard Gen Boa Butlers favorite
niece

were

the

and

being

cell

to

man

least

speaking tea-
s

Ver-
mont

HaRd

L

by-
name

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

The people of the West End leave been
very much interested lately in a men
tall handsome finelyformed with a
graceful figure regular features smooth
dark complexion and line eyes who was
for a time a conspicuous figure la the vi-

cinity of Dupont Circle but who sud-
denly disappeared a few days He
might have stepped out of the pages of
one of Marion Crawfords romances be an
accomplished diplomat or a bandit chief
but he was in reality an upper servant
the Egyptian valet of Mr lanes the new
counselor of the British Embassy who
acquired him along with other

bricabrac when be was in Egypt
Until he came to Washington the maR

proved himself a treasure but short
ly after his arrival here he fell desper-
ately in love with an American lady
as he put It a servant in one of the
smart houses to whom he proposed
marriage but as he already has a wife
and children in Cairo his master vetoed
this Interesting project and promptly
shipped him back to home and family
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DISCLOSED IN TIME

Knox Affair May Stimulate Study ol
the Constitution

ZK3 1 Boston Transcript
How fortunate It Is that the selection-

of Mr Kncx was long ago made public
It is highly Improbable that any small
group of parsons to whom as a secret It
might have been committeed would have
discovered Mr Knoxs InelIgIbility Its
disclosure sooner or later would have
been Inevitable probably a few days
after he had taken office end made a
number of appointments and then the
confusion might have been serious Nor
is the facetious suggestion of a New
York newspaper that the Cabinet officers
and Senators should occasionally read
the Constitution wholly out of order
Roswell P Flower Is said always to
have carried a copy In his pocket A West-
ern member shortly after the Spanish
war was found to have flag em-

broidered in an excess of patriotism
just below his shirt bosom His attention
was then called to the appropriateness-
of his carrying a copy of the Constitution
In the pocket of Ms coattail In order to
exemplify the expected sequence of

and flag Familiarity with both
is wholly desirable

The good feeling which prevails towards
Mr Taft is shown by the inability of I

the Democratic leaderes to hold their
party solidly ia line against his wishes
Twenty years ago such a decision would
have been made on strict party lines
Now thirty Democrats Including di-

verse elements as the scholarly DeAr
mend of Missouri who was allied with
McCall ia the Porto RIcan tariff contro-
verey Clayton of Alabama who pro
sided over the Denver convention last
summer aad Mr Peters of Boston re-

presenting the younger men voted to
acquiesce in Mr plan while some
of the mere resolute Republican friends
of the Constitution acting in entire good
faith opposed that course This list in
eluded Denby of Michigan reared in
the Cleveland school of Democracy o
which his father had been a leader
Mann of Illinois always a stickler for
the proprieties and McCall of Massachu-
setts who is usually strong in rendering-
a dissenting opinion This Republican
group numbered twentythree

It would have been severe blow to
the prestige of the new President to
have his recommendation in this re-
spect rejected It would have needlessly
deprived his Cabinet of an exceptionally
able man The result is accordingly to
be welcomed

A PRACTICAL MISTRESS

Wife of Governorelect Brown
nt Hog Killing Time

Pam the AUaaia ConttttnHtr
The evolution of the costume of the

apron covered frock to the white satin
evening gown is tOt an unusual story ia
the history ef the great folk ef this oar
youag republic but it te a trifle unusual
to note te one week that the same lady
who wax seen test Moaday te a dfrectoire
gown of white satin was seen Friday to-

aa apron which almost covered a Wee
beat gown while her hands were buried
te ef lard or rather the fat meat
before it became lard
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But In the Commonwealth of Georgia
the women are ef rare combination They
well balance the accomplishments ef the
drawingroom with the practice of the
domestic arts and it was none other than
Mrs Joseph X Brown the wife ef
Georgias governorelect who presents the
two pictures to succession

Friday was the last of a series of hog
billing days at the Brown home aad it
would SHIft the best had been saved for
the last The three hogs killed
dressed Friday weighed SK pounds and
Mrs Brown an good humor and smiles
sw to the disposition of three and
never left off her apron UH the last can
of lard was te the smokehouse to cool
the sausage meat was In a tub ready to
be chopped The shoulders the hams
need the bacon were properly stored
away the spare ribs were there to
tempt the taste the backbone was
ready for ettag said the Brown

was a joy to those appreciative of
what good eating really is

Three days had been gives to this
Branch of housekeeping by Mrs Brown
and she has In her smokehouse today
six cans of lard fifty pounds each and
the prettiest whitest flattest lard k te
From the ceiling ef the smokehouse hang
tao hams white with salt and the other
meat going through the same process that
makes it tempting to the connoisseur A
tub of sausage meat which can better be
imagined than described had its place in
the Smokehouse and few housekeepers ia
Georgia there are who would not envy
Mrs Brown this one of many departments
of her complete home

MEEGY FOR

Jury System Unable to Punish for
Homicidal Crime

Within a week three white mea have
beea convicted in South Carolina ef mur-
dering women One butchered his sister
Each ef the ethers craftily murdered his
wife Each was given a bouquet ay the
Jury IB a recommendation to mercy

Are we witnessing the lIne stage ia the
evolution of our jury system under a lax
public conscience Is it approaching a
state of rottenness that must excite

First negroes were murdered with
danger thea with impunity next white
roan were murdered with danger then
with impunity now the murdering of
women white women by white men is
begun There is danger but how soon
may the murderers count upon immunity
when three juries In three widely sepa-

rated parts of the State recommend
mercy for the three men coavicted of
murdering women

If it is impossible for jurors surround-
ed in these little counties by relatives and
friends of defendants to consent to the
hanging of a white man for murder then
jurors should be relieved of that local
influence which is proving an incubus
upon the administration of justice

There is much merit in the bill pro-
posed by Mr Hines of Lancaster which
contemplates the drawing of jurors to try
capital cases when demand is made by
the solicitor from some other county in
the circuit than that In which the alleged
crime is committed and to draw them
such a short time before the trial that
they cannot be fixed Perhaps a better
plan of striking terror into those without
regard for human life would be that sug
gested two years ago by the
te district courts for the trial of capital
cases only to sit say In Greenville Co-
lumbia Florence and Charleston and

from the State at large
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In other words criminal State courts
upon the same plan as the United States
courts

With jurors chosen from the whole
State the improper Influence and the
natural Inevitable family influence that
now operate against justice would be
diminished and the enforcement of the
law would result In vastly increasing re-

spect for the law
Is it not time to do something to re

duce the number of murders that are
now daily chronicled

Expectations of n Suburb
FWK the SakMi Awcrfcaa

With two railroads and an electric line
between Washington and Baltimore this
city ought to be packed with visitors in-
auguration week

If lie Ever
Pros the Atlanta Ceasdtwtfea

Did you ever think what would happen
if he sat down on a malefactor of creat
wealth

I

Doe

I

¬

¬

AT THE HOTELST-

he decision of the Oklahoma legisla-

ture to retain hanging as the official
mode of inflicting the death penalty In
Oklahoma turning down prepositions to
substitute electrocution tee it and to
abolish the death penalty entirely again
calls attention to the fact that there
have been very few hangings in

at any rate in the western half
of the State although it has beea the
legal punishment for capital crime since
Oklahoma Territory was organized In

1SS9CoL
X J Russell of Gutbrie Okte who

Is at the Raleigh made this statement
last night

But one man was ever legally hanged
in the Territory of Oklahoma continued
the Oklahoman that was a negro named
Mllllgan hanged In ladO at Oklahoma
City There were also but four lyncalngs
during the eighteen years of territorial
government and for one of them several
Oklahomans are still serving time in the
Federal prison at Leaveaworth Kaas
There have been three legal executions
and one lynching since Statehood

On the Indian Territory side of the
State there were numerous hangings after
the United Slates courts were established
in the Territory and still before that
time when the Federal court at Fort
Smith Ark had Jurisdiction over Indian
Territory many Indian Territory

met their death oa the gallows at
Fort Smith sentenced to death by Judge-
I C Parker famous as the hanging
judge George Muidoon the hangman-
at Fort Smith during most of the Parker
regime says that he hanged eightyseven
men the great majority of thom from
Indian Territory-

In the observatory of Columbia Uni-

versity is one ef the must accurate decks
according to James G Fields a New
York who Is at the Raleigh Mr Fields
is deeply interested IB astronomical re
search and Is here ta connection with
his studies

This clock continued Mr FleWs
run for several months with a mean error
of only fifteeathoosaadths of a second
and a maximum error of tilirtythou
sandths of a second a day That means
that It dees not vary more than halt a
second a month or six seconds a year

Compare this with the first pocket
timepiece the animated egg of Nurem
berg which required winding twice a
day and varied an hour and a half In
the same time Compare it with some
of the highest priced watches manufac-
tured today which often vary more than

some Ides of the refinement ia the science
ef measuring time Yet even this accuracy-
is surpassed by some famous Ume eces
There have been decks or watches that
have varied less thaa a second te periods
as long as ten years

The clock at the University of Co-

himota is an astronomical clock It is
surrounded by a glass case tat which a
partial vacuum Is maintained and m or-

der that the case may not be opened er
disturbed the winding is done auto-
matically by electricity The dock is set
up In room especially constructed to
keep it free from Jar or vibration The
temperature and barometric conditions
are maintained practically constant and
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every possible precaution is taken to min-
imize the errors of the running rate

It is not generally appreciated that
clocks ef the present type although used
as far back as the twelfth century and
possibly earlier were but Lair

until several centuries later Ia fact
It has only beea within the test few dec-

ades that really accurate docks have
been manufactured Those wbJch the
astronomers used in their observations at
the end of the fifteenth century were so
unreliable that modified forms of the
water clocks of the ancients were often
employed as a check upon them GaJOeos
discovery of the Isochrontem of the
pendulum from the swinging chandelier
In the Church of Piss was of great value

its application to the measuremeat of
time The invention of the mercurial and
compensating pendulum has aWe ma-

terially ia cutting down the errors of
the running rate and controlling the mo-

ttoes of clock mechanism

Henry F Ferguson ef London Bog

land is at the Sboreham He is ea a
sightseeing tour of this country and
speaking of Leaden as a city of Mr
Ferguson said that London was very
much amused if net a little angry that
Americans through the of soma

of their owa papers should devote so

much time and energy to accusing London

of being such a very dull city
If Americans ate less when the came

to London continued Mr ate
regularly aad more leisurely not bolting
food washed down with ice cold water
went to bed at reasonable hours and did
not lay themselves open to the lactates
of indigestion they would sot lied Lon-

don so dull as they would fun snake it
out to be-

An American first nighter who did not
like London and Londoners at least not
very much when he first came to London
Just a little over a year ago has become
a fervent convert He loves London now
and everything in It H has contracted
regular habits never suffers from indi-
gestion is one of the aam4est men in
London thinks the narrow crowded
Strand the most interesting thoroughfare
he has ever walked over amid he aas so
he says been in every city in the world
worth visiting

What London dull he exclaimed a
answer to a query Flag those Ameri-
cans who say London is dull It is Only

the weather that is dull sometimes in
London

It may be that Araericaaa regard Lon-
don as dull because they deBt hustle
sufficiently If an Englishman aad an
American entered a New York restau-
rant together the latter would finish his
meal and Indulge to a ap before the
Britisher had got half way through The
American can arrive at the middle of the
table dhote dinner catch up with the
Englishman who is five or six courses
ahead and still beat him by a couple of
laps That the American is the typical
hustler of the world is not to be tedUnquestionably there is net the same
variety of life socially In London as In
America

Governmental Extravagance
Prwa the OercMi Plata Barter

Extravagance appears to be the
sin of the time Governments

have extended their paternalistic activi-
ties In all directions and in utter

of sound financial consideration
until there are few nations to the first
class if there are any which are not
today seeking new sources of taxation or
considering the advisability of resorting-
to bonds fcr meeting current expeases
The pinch Is felt it Washington in Ber-
lin in London even thrifty France faces-
a growing deficit State lawmakers like
national have beeR too carefass of con-
sequences and need occasionally to
reminded that rainy days come to gov-

ernments as to mea and that debt is a
burden which it Is often wise te avoid

Traffic in Children
Tom the Beaten Tnsxdrt

It does not require a Daniel come to
judgment to decide that a child caaaot
be bartered for debt yet the decree of
Justice Greenbaum of the Supreme Court
of New York to that effect is worth
noting by persons who may think of
supplying by adoption a want of their
household circle The child In question
was boarded by parents who were un-
able to pay the board bilL It was ad-
vertised for adoption by the creditor and
actually was sold for 55 to a charitable
cliildlcss couple who act d ta good faith
and parted with the littte one with

tiMekeep-
ers

In

columns

Ferguson

be-
setting

be

life

disre-
gard

a

re-
gret

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

<>


